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detail in the chapter following, not because he is the most typical but because he" illustrates best the tensions within his own great state. Almost all deserve much fuller treatment, and I hope to return to several in another place. This summary attempts nothing more than the briefest kind of composite sketch.
Wallace A. White of Maine is titular leader of the Republican party in the Senate; a pleasant, mild, and pious man of seventy, he is popular on all sides; his chief function is to hold the balance between two much more dominant and vivid men, Taft and Vandenberg, especially since the 1946 elections. Everybody likes White; few people pay much attention to him. Owen Brewster, the junior Maine senator, is a totally different matter. Colorful, ambitious, hard-set, he has a complex voting record, and a career that may go almost anywhere. Brewster was a valuable member of the old Truman Committee; on the other hand he was a moving spirit of the Pearl Harbor investigation. Brewster had an isolationist past; but he voted to lift the arms embargo and for both Lend Lease and selective service. He has taken a strong pro-Zionist line on Palestine, and on most domestic affairs he is liberal. For instance he voted to confirm Henry Wallace for secretary of commerce in 1945 (so did five out of the eight Republican New England senators), and he thinks that for his party to tie itself to the extreme reactionary Democrats of the South is a painful form of slow suicide.
No two men could be in greater contrast than the two Rhode Island senators, Peter G. Gerry and Theodore F. Green, though both are very rich men and both are Democrats. Gerry is a Bourbon of Bourbons, one of the most reactionary men in Congress, a man of enormous inherited wealth and withal a very civilized old gentleman. He announced his retirement in 1946. Theodore F. Green, though seventy-eight years old, is junior to Gerry in point of service; just as Gerry is one of the extreme reactionaries in the Senate, Green is one of the extreme liberals. I have mentioned that his voting record on progressive legislation was recently judged 100 per cent perfect by the New Republic. Green is an out-and-out New Dealer; some Yankees practically think of him as a traitor to their class. His family is one of the most distinguished in Rhode Island; he is that rarest of things, a Brahmin Democrat. Both Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson asked him to handle the Rhode Island campaign in 1912; he chose Wilson. Once he was president of the American Bar Association; and he is a celebrated connoisseur of Chinese painting and ceramics,
Brien McMahon (Democrat) of Connecticut is still another quite different type of man, a young politician (he is only forty-three) who did a good job as a gang-busting attorney, and who saw the Atomic Energy Bill through the Senate. McMahon went to Fordham and Yale, and became a protege of Attorney General Homer Cummings; he